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Who is the From The Ground Farmers Collective?

From The Ground

Houghton Market Calumet Market

Portage Health 
Foundation

Main Street Calumet

Hancock Market

Houghton, Hancock, and 
Calumet governing body 

representatives

Vendor 
Representatives

Market Manager - 
Jes

Regional Planner



Market Manager - Jes McQuinn
Originally from downstate, moved to 
the UP in 2019

7 years as a McDonald’s manager

MTU - Medical Laboratory Science

Hobbies:

◦ Cooking
◦ Woodworking
◦ Exploring the Keweenaw
◦ Travel
◦ Music



From The Ground 

Selling Products at Farmers Market in Michigan

- 2022 Michigan Cottage Law for bakery and other value-added edible products

- Egg sales 

- USDA certified meat sales and licenses

- Food safety suggestions for hot food

More information can be found at: MDARD - Michigan Cottage Foods Information

https://www.michigan.gov/mdard/food-dairy/michigan-cottage-foods-information


Opportunity 

Showcasing your goods! 

Set up timing

Timeline of the market

Pricing and money management

Weather Issues

Open vendor communication: 
complaints and market problems

Small Business- Michigan SBDC

Michigan Farmers Market 
Association – Mifma.org

https://michigansbdc.org/who-we-are/
http://mifma.org
http://mifma.org


Social Media Ideas: Facebook and Instagram

Communication suggestions

Creates a vibrant, exciting community for local 
food and fresh flavors



All Market Policy
● You must complete a From the Ground Farmers Market application. Vendor fees are due 

before the market start date 

● You are strongly advised to participate in SNAP, DUFB, WIC, Senior Project Fresh, Prescription 
for Health \and any other programs available

● You are strongly advised to accept Credit/Debit tokens 

● 90% of products must be locally made or produced by vendor and vendors must live within 
100-mile radius

● Abide by the state cottage food laws (food safety regulations per MDARD) *Does not apply 
to non-food vendors*

● Show up on time, no leaving early



Policy, Cont.
● Have weights for tents 

● No pets allowed in food vendor stalls (per MDARD)

● No smoking or drinking alcohol 

● No cables or obstructions in the pedestrian right of way (safety regulations per MDARD)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

● The market will occur rain or shine

● Important market notifications will be posted on From The Ground social media pages

● Full season and scheduled daily space vendors must provide communication with the market 
manager for absence. 2 warnings for unexcused absence, then withdrawal without refund

● It is the responsibility of the vendor to comply with all local and state regulations and ordinances 
governing farmers market sales





Hancock Layout







Houghton Farmers Market
NEW LOCATION: 56 Huron St., Houghton, On TOP of the downtown parking 
deck, behind Swifts and KBC

Tuesday from 4:00 - 7:00 pm



Houghton Layout



Calumet Farmers Market
304 6th Street, Calumet

Saturdays from 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM



Calumet Layout



Calumet Market Information

Loading/Unloading: There are only a few spots that allow for on-site parking. Please plan on 
loading/unloading from the alley, 5th or 6th Street and then moving your vehicle. Please do not block 
the alley!

Please leave close to site parking for customers. 

Please check the site map, posted on the trailer, to see where your spot is for the day. The Market 
Manager can help with exact locations.

Please do not park in the adjacent apartment building lot beyond unloading. They WILL tow. 

Site layout is in development. Due to high demand for space (some days with 30 vendors) we will have 
to make adjustments! Also trees have been removed so goodbye shade, but hello more space. 

No early sales policy. 



Food Access 
Programs



This will be provided 
to each vendor at the 
first market ONLY

Vendors are 
encouraged to keep 
these and bring them 
to markets throughout 
the season



Tokens
Credit/Debit (Will be green with new 
logo)

SNAP/EBT

Double Up food Bucks

Prescription for Health

Cannot give change

Cannot exchange for cash

Different items allowed for each 
token

Signage required

Turn tokens in to the market 
manager for reimbursement



EBT / SNAP
Display prices and SNAP/EBT signage

Competitive pricing

No sales tax should be collected on SNAP purchases

Vendors cannot charge the SNAP program for items not collected

Tokens must be spent on approved items

◦ Breads and cereals

◦ Fruits and vegetables

◦ Fish

◦ Poultry and dairy products

◦ Seeds and plants intended to grow food



Double UP Food Bucks

Display proper signage

Competitive pricing

Only accept tokens for eligible items

◦ Fresh fruit and vegetables grown in the 
state of MI (and provide proof of grow 
location, upon request)

◦ Plants and seeds that produce food
◦ Cut herbs and herb plants
◦ Mushrooms



Prescription for Health (Aspirus) 
Patients are given a voucher that 
must be exchanged for tokens 
at the Market Manager Booth 

Tokens have a $1 value and are 
grey

Tokens can be used on any food 
products, including hot and 
prepared food

No cash change or exchange 



Coupons
No cash change or exchange of coupons for cash

Vendors are encouraged to “round” up or down with product, not 
currency 

◦ Example: an order totalling $3.50 cannot be refunded $0.50 after 
paying $4 in coupons, vouchers, or tokens. They CAN be given an 
extra handful of beans, herbs, or other eligible product

All coupons should be signed by the customer

Vendors must mark all coupons with their vendor number

Coupons should be returned to the market manager for reimbursement 



Prescription for Health 

Program Host: UP Commission on Area Progress (UPCAP)

Referral Partner: Upper Great Lakes Family Health Centers 

Patients receive $15 per week (vouchers sent monthly) 

Each voucher is worth $1

 



Senior Project Fresh
5 coupons of $5.00 each (total of 
$25.00) given to eligible individuals

No cash change can be given if the 
customer spends less than the 
$5.00 voucher

Vouchers are ONLY redeemable for:

◦ fresh fruit
◦ fresh vegetables
◦ Fresh mushrooms 



WIC Project Fresh
Verify

◦ Coupon expiration date

◦ Valid signature
◦ That YOU have filled out your vendor 

number

Display proper WIC signage and pricing of 
all authorized fruits and vegetables

Provide ONLY locally grown, fresh, 
unprepared fruits and vegetables in 
exchange for coupons



HuskyFAN
Still finalizing details for this season!

Paper coupons will be worth $1 

Coupons will be able to be used on 
any food products

Open to MTU students AND any 
community members



Fill out this form and return all 
tokens, coupons, and 
vouchers to the market 
manager following EVERY 
market

Reimbursement totals will be 
paid out every two weeks 

A check will be mailed out to 
the address on file 



Questions?


