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PLEASE NOTE: This prospectus was prepared by the Keweenaw Economic Development Alliance in 

cooperation with the Village of Calumet, Houghton County Land Bank and others. All Information pro-

vided is based on publically available sources. Properties other than those listed for sale or owned by the 

Village or Houghton County are included due to their vacant condition, the size of the building, and the 

premise that everyone has a price. All information was current and accurate as of September 9, 2016. 
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Redevelopment Opportunities in Calumet 

Why Calumet 

Calumet is a town rich in the regionôs copper mining history in Upper Michiganôs Keweenaw Penin-

sula. Calumet is a quarter of a square mile in size, but contains an eight block downtown (the largest 

in the region) that is unique in its historic characterðfrom its beautiful original sandstone and brick 

buildings including the ornate Calumet Theater and brick paver streets to taverns with tile floors and 

bars built by the immigrant craftsmen from Germany and Italy. Calumet, along with its adjacent sister 

Village of Laurium, have a population density of over 3,000 people per square mile. The town serves 

a market area of over 13,000 full time residents and an average of 4,522 seasonal residents. The 

Keweenaw annually hosts over 300,000 visitors to bike, ski, snowmobile, fish, hunt, camp, hike, boat 

and take in the cultural heritage of the Keweenaw National Historical Park. 

Calumet has all of the building blocks necessary for a renaissance. It has an active arts community, an 

active Main Street program, most of the amenities a vibrant downtown needs including several good 

restaurants and taverns with the potential for more, signature events and festivals, along with a solid 

base economy surrounding a town that serves as the portal to the key outdoor adventure recreation 

venues in the Keweenaw Peninsula drawing enthusiast from every population center throughout the 

Great Lakes region.  

The areaôs excellent amenities include: 

¶ Calumet Laurium Keweenaw Public Schools are highly ranked by Bridge Magazine, US News 

and World Report, and Newsweek (http://www.clk.k12.mi.us/central-office/sups-blog) 

¶ Aspirus Keweenaw Hospital has received national awards for quality patient care and UP Health 

SystemðPortage is building a new clinic 

¶ Historic Calumet Theater and an active arts community 

¶ Grocery stores, merchandise retail, coffee shops, art galleries, restaurants, taverns, etc. all within 

walking distance. The grocery chain store in Calumet has a larger number of SKUôs than does its 

store in Hancock. 

¶ Houghton County Memorial Airport (CMX) with commercial air service connecting to Chicago is 

five minutes away 

¶ Indoor and outdoor sports and recreation venues including the Calumet Colosseum and George 

Gipp Arena ice arenas, Swede Town Recreation Area ðwith trails that host the Great Deer Chase 

mountain bike race and Great Bear Chase cross country ski raceðas well as direct access to the 

rail trail system that runs from Hancock to Copper Harbor 

¶ 34 minutes from Mount Bohemia, a four season outdoor adventure resort with some of the most 

challenging downhill skiing in the Midwest, with an average of 270 inches of  annual snowfall, 

900 vertical feet, and lots of steep, variable terrain with no grooming and no snowmaking 
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Clockwise from top left: Calumet Laurium 

Keweenaw Schools, Aspirus Keweenaw 

Hospital, Houghton County Memorial Air-

port terminal, Annual Copper Dog Sled Dog 

Race start, Mount Bohemia, Copper Harbor 

Mountain Bike Trails, and the Calumet Theater 
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¶ 43 minutes from the Copper Harbor Trails, an IMBA silver rated mountain biking trail located at 

Copper Harbor with over 35 miles of challenging and picturesque single track trails 

A number of projects are underway including the stabilization and rehabilitation of the Quello Block 

and Kirby buildings, completion of the Morrison School apartment conversion, planned renovation of 

at least three other buildings containing existing businesses, and expansions of at least two downtown 

businesses into new downtown buildings. 

Development Potential 

Calumet is the proverbial diamond in the rough whose development potential lies in its low cost of en-

try, identified regional demand for middle market attached housing, an available market area and visi-

tor population to support mixed use development opportunities, and a local economic development 

team focused on supporting redevelopment opportunities.  

Low Cost of Entry 

Building asking prices range from $0 to $26.89 per square foot with listed buildings ranging from 

$7.81 to $21.84 per square foot with the median at $11.62 and the mean at $14.94 per square foot. 

Demand for Attached Housing 

The retention and attraction of talent to fill the professional, technology and manufacturing jobs being 

created in the region is linked to people who have an affinity with the areaôs outdoor adventure recrea-

tion opportunities and a desire to live in a low maintenance residence with easy access to a cool down-

town, amenities and the outdoors. This link was identified during an economic development strategic 

planning process with the business leadership clearly noting that the appropriate mix of housing did not 

exist in the communities and that new employees were having to compromise their housing choices to 

less than desired configurations (student housing and old mine houses). 

The type of housing that is missing can be easily developed in Calumet with asset acquisition costs 

substantially below other areas. Meeting the housing demand by developing buildings in downtown 

Calumet combined with a relatively solid income base in the surrounding area will also drive demand 

for the types of first floor commercial activities that create viable mixed use developments. 

A recently completed Housing Target Market Analysis (TMA) supports the identified lack of appropri-

ate mix of housing demanded by the talent being attracted by the areaôs growing companies. For the 

Calumet market, this identified housing demand can easily tap demand generated in the Houghton, 

Hancock, Lake Linden and other nearby markets due to the lack of supply and short distance between 

Calumet and these markets. 

The TMA, completed for each of the primary incorporated municipalities of Houghton County in May 

2016. provides verification that the upscale and middle market rental housing is missing in Houghton 

Countyðespecially the middle market. Under an aggressive scenario (includes people moving in from 

outside as well as those moving within the County) the analysis identified an annual demand of 1,791 

renters for all forms of attached rental units. Of these, 373 were in the upscale market and 1,360 were 

in the moderate market. 
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In Calumet this annual demand is 15 upscale units and 11 moderate units. When the proximity to the 

Houghton/Hancock area development in Calumet can easily tap the annual demand in Hancock, Hough-

ton, Laurium, Dollar Bay, and Lake Linden. This demand equals 213 upscale  and 1,063 moderate renters 

per year. 

A review of identified attached rental units that are oriented to the above upper and moderate market 

renters shows that  the effective rent per square foot (based on a one year lease) ranges from $20 for a 600 

s.f. 2-bedroom, 1 bath in a new 63 unit building next to Michigan Techôs campus in Houghton to $10 for 

a 900 s.f. 3-bedroom, 2-bath in a newly rehabbed 17 unit former school building in Calumet. The average 

of 18 units identified is $13 for 920 square feet. A new six unit building with a mix of loft-style and apart-

ment units located nearly three miles north east of Hancock in a former mine hamlet is averaging $12 for 

829 square feet and includes garage and a small spa unit. Only one unit appears to be currently available. 

See attachments for detailed TMA analysis. 

Market Area 

Due to the geography and transportation infrastructure (only one bridge crossing the Portage Waterway at 

Houghton-Hancock) Calumetôs market area represents 1/3 of Houghton Countyôs population with at or 

above average incomes. This market area contains 40% of Houghton Countyôs household and family in-

come and 37% of the Countyôs population. In addition, 56% of Keweenaw Countyôs household and fami-

ly income is located in the adjacent Allouez Township and 73% of its population. Median and Mean 

Household Incomes for the market area are above the Houghton County median and mean incomes. Me-

dian and Mean Family Incomes are slightly below the Houghton County level. Nearly 30% of Houghton 

Countyôs tax base is also found in this market area.  

The Calumet area hosts traditional manufacturing, advanced manufacturing, and technology companies. 

The Calumet area is home to 52% of Houghton Countyôs identified manufacturing and technology jobs 

including all of the Countyôs machining and fabricating companies, four technology companies, and the 

largest manufacturing employerðan electronic circuit board manufacturer. 10 miles and ten minutes to 

the south are the twin Cities of Houghton and Hancock and home to Michigan Technological University, 

Finlandia University, UP Health SystemðPortage hospital, the headquarters of the largest bank in the 

Keweenaw (Superior National Bank), six technology companies, and four more small manufacturers. 

Residents of the Calumet market area are employed similarly to the County as a whole except in construc-

tion, manufacturing, wholesale trade, and arts, entertainment, food service and lodging where employ-

ment is greater than the county as a whole, and information, finance, professional services, and education-

al services and health care where employment is slightly lower than the county. 

Added to this economic base are the estimated 300,000 annual visitors and 4,500 seasonal residents that 

come for the outdoor adventure sports, cultural tourism, or just hanging out in the beauty of the 

Keweenaw Peninsula. Successful businesses have been reporting tourism spending increases year over 

year of 20%. Pure Michigan tourism marketing campaigns along with Upper Peninsula supported region-

al campaigns and the growing recognition of the areaôs outdoor recreation assets is boosting the 

Keweenawôs draw. 
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Development Team 

A team lead by the local economic development organization includes representatives from the Village of 

Calumet, Houghton County Land Bank and Brownfield Redevelopment Authority, Calumet Historic De-

velopment Commission, Calumet Main Street, Calumet DDA, Region 1 Michigan Small Business & De-

velopment Center, and Keweenaw National Historical Park. This team will assist developers to access 

and package the appropriate federal, state and local development tools to support a project. 
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Redevelopment Tools 

Brownfield Redevelopment Authority.  

Houghton Countyôs Brownfield Redevelopment Authority (HCBRA), established under the Brownfield 

Redevelopment Act PA 381 of 1996, as amended, can provide a developer with access to both MDEQ 

and MEDC related Tax Increment Financing as well as MDEQ grant and loan funding for appropriate 

projects. Eligible work includes environmental assessment, due care, lead and asbestos assessment and 

abatement, and demolition. Two buildings are owned by the Houghton County Land Bank which pro-

vides eligibility for some additional activities including public infrastructure and site work. Contact Jeff 

Ratcliffe, Executive Director, KEDA, 906-482-6817, jeff@kedabiz.com 

Michigan Economic Development Corporation Community Assistance Program.  

The Village of Calumet, working with  the Keweenaw Economic Development Alliance (KEDA) and the 

Michigan Economic Development Corporationôs (MEDC) Community Assistance Team can access 

Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funding for qualified redevelopment projects. Because 

the Village of Calumet is designated as a National Historic District, redevelopment projects within the 

downtown automatically meet the National Objective for CDBG assistance on the basis of Slum and 

Blight (Historical Properties). Options exist that will allow CDBG funding to be used on a mixed use 

redevelopment project and result in the ability of the developer to rent all housing units for market rate. 

Contact Jeff Ratcliffe, Executive Director, KEDA, 906-482-6817, jeff@kedabiz.com 

Historic Redevelopment Tax Credit.  

The designation of Calumet as a National Historic District and having the district part of the Keweenaw 

National Historical Park gives a developer access to guidance and HRTC review by the locally-based 

National Parkôs Historic Architect prior to submission to the State Historic Preservation Office. Contact 

John Rosemurgy, Historic Architect, Keweenaw National Historical Park, 906-483-3036, 

john_rosemurgy@nps.gov 

Houghton County and KEDA Revolving Loan Funds.  

Houghton County and the Keweenaw Economic Development Alliance (KEDA) both maintain small 

revolving loan funds that can be used to assist either a developer or a commercial tenant of a redevelop-

ment project to cover gaps in a total financing package. KEDA manages the Houghton County RLF 

which provides ease of access to these funds. Contact Jeff Ratcliffe, Executive Director, KEDA, 906-482

-6817, jeff@kedabiz.com 

Calumet DDA.  

The Village of Calumetôs Downtown Development Authority (DDA), established under Act 197 of 

1974, as amended, can provide small amounts of grant funds towards the project costs. Contact Rob Tar-

vis, Village Administrator, 906-337-1713, rob.tarvis@villageofcalumet.com  
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Local Development Permitting Process 

1. Contact Village Administrator to inform about the scope of the project. The Village Administrator 

will review for conformance to the Zoning Ordinance and Historic District Ordinance. 

2. Repairs and general maintenance are allowable without a Certificate of Appropriateness from the 

Historic District Commission. 

3. Renovation or rehabilitation of the exterior of a building including replacement of any exterior mate-

rials (doors, windows, siding etc.) or other major changes to appearance of a building within the His-

toric District requires the review and approval from the Historic District Commission. The Commis-

sion reviews exterior renovations/changes using the Secretary of the Interiors Standards for Rehabili-

tation. A developer files an application with $20 fee along with a rendering showing the proposed 

changes. The HDC has 60 days from application to act. Applications must be filed at least seven (7) 

days prior to a regular HDC meeting. If the HDC fails to act the project is an automatically approved. 

The HDC process requires a public hearing and the issuance of a Certificate of Appropriateness. 

4. For major projects permits will be required from the Houghton County Building Inspector per Coun-

ty Guidelines. 

 

Contacts 

Rob Tarvis, Administrator 

Village of Calumet 

Phone: (906) 337-1713 

rob.tarvis@villageofcalumet.com  

 

Todd LaRoux, Building Official 

Houghton County Building Department 

401 E. Houghton Avenue 

Courthouse - 5th Floor 

Houghton, MI 49931 

906.482.2260  

inspector@houghtoncounty.net 

http://www.houghtoncounty.net/directory-building.php 

 

mailto:rob.tarvis@villageofcalumet.com
mailto:inspector@houghtoncounty.net
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Local Utility Providers 

Water 

Michigan American Water 

311 5th St, Calumet, MI 49913 

(906) 337-3502  

 

Sewer 

North Houghton Sewer Authority 

25880 Red Jacket Rd, Calumet, MI  49913 

(906) 337-0591 

 

Natural Gas 

SEMCO 

Michelle Levine, Key Accounts 

1411 3rd Street, Port Huron, MI  48060 

810-887-3014 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Electric Power 

UPPCO 

Dan Crane 

18494 Canal Road, Houghton , MI 49931 

906-483-4556 or 906-483-4507 

 

Telecommunications 

Charter Communications 

1603 Enterprise Dr, Houghton, MI 49931 

(888) 438-2427  

 

Pasty Central 

58542 Wolverine Street, Calumet, MI  49913 

(906) 337-5979 

 

ShoreWaves Internet and Telephone 

47420 State Highway M26 , Houghton, MI  49931 

(906) 523-9370  

Karin Cooper, Architect 

UP Engineers and Architects 

Houghton 

906-482-4810 

kcooper@upea.com 

 

Jennifer Breitmoser, Architect 

OHM Advisors 

Hancock 

906-482-0535 

Jennifer.Breitmoser@OHM-Advisors.com 

 

 

 

Barry Givens, P.E. 

(Works with Lisa Wrate, Architect) 

Division 1 Design 

Houghton 

906-483-7931 

bjgivens@division1design.com 

 

John Paul Pietila, P.E. 

Traverse Engineering Services 

Hancock 

906-482-6696 

traverseengineering@gmail.com 

Local Licensed Design Professionals 

mailto:kcooper@upea.com
mailto:Jennifer.Breitmoser@OHM-Advisors.com
mailto:bjgivens@division1design.com
mailto:traverseengineering@gmail.com
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Group 1 

210 5th Street 

206 5th Street 

209 5th Street 

211 5th Street 

217 5th Street 

 

Group 2 

112-114 5th Street 

114-120 5th Street 

113 5th Street 

512 Portland 

102 6th Street 

513 & 515 Scott Street 

100 5th Street 

 

Group 3 

400 7th Street 

333 5th Street 

322 5th Street 

305 5th Street 

305-307 6th Street 

609-615 Oak Street 

 

Group 4 

427 5th Street 

425 5th Street 

426, 428, & 430 5th Street 

451 Pine Street 

501-507 Pine Street 

 

Available Property Index 
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210 5th StreetðFor Sale 
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Price: $124,900 

Lot Dimensions: 80x136 

Misc. Exterior: 220 Volts, Display Window, In-

side Storage, Lighting, Loading Dock, Onsite Park-

ing, Paved Parking, Restroom(s), Street Parking 

Telephone: Yes 

Cable: Yes 

Natural Gas: Yes 

Electric: Yes 

Heat: Natural Gas Forced Air 

Air Conditioning: None 

Exterior: Brick, Masonry, Wood 

Foundation: Concrete Piers, Stone 

Basement: Partial 

Construction: Conventional Frame, Masonry 

Number of Levels: 2 

Total Building Size: 10750 s.f. 

Legal: S 22' OF LOT 2 & ALL OF LOT 3 BLK G 

VILL OF CALUMET + LOT 142 ASSESSOR'S 

PLAT OF BLUE JACKET, VILL OF CALUMET  

Listing Office: Superior Properties, Tom Tikkenen, 

906.369.3047, tomt@pasty.net 

Building includes 6,000 square feet of open retail area plus heated loading dock with storage, accessible 

from the property's Fourth Street parking area. 3,750 square feet of vacant second story space that can be 

renovated into apartments or office space. 
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206 5th StreetðFor Sale 
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Main floor includes store front w/ample room for display, office space & easy access by ramp. 2nd 

floor has chair lift for access from Fifth Street. Beautiful woodwork, hardwood floors, gorgeous ceil-

ing, built in drawers & cabinets & more! Parking on Fifth St & behind the store. Heat: Steam Heat 

(installed in 2004-05). Air conditioning on main floor. The upper floor served as an Odd Fellows Hall. 

Basement has great storage w/built in shelving & conveyor belt for easy transport. Storage rooms also 

on main floor. Roof is a seamless roof installed by Dan Riutta in the 90's.  

Price: $81,500 

Lot Dimensions: 45x76 & 45x60 

Type: Comm Bldg/No Business 

Misc. Exterior: Fixtures, Inside Storage, Lighting, 

Onsite Parking, Paved Parking, Restroom(s), Side-

walks, Street Parking 

Telephone: Yes 

Cable: Available 

Natural Gas: Yes 

Electric: Yes 

Heat: Natural Gas Hot Water, Other 

Air Conditioning: Wall Unit 

Exterior: Brick, Wood 

Foundation: Stone 

Basement: Full 

Construction: Conventional Frame, Masonry 

Number of Levels: 2 

Total Building Size: 9075 s.f. 

Legal: Lot 4 Block G excluding N 12.71' Village of 

Calumet and Lot 143 Assessor Plat of Blue 

Jacket 

Listing Office: Century 21 North Country, Kristine 

Weidner,  (906) 482-0001 ext. 117, (906) 281-1848  
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209 5th StreetðFor Sale 
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Price: $65,000 

Lot Dimensions: 25 x 98 

Type: Comm Bldg/No Business 

Rental Options: No Rental Available 

Misc. Exterior: Display Window, Inside Storage, 

Living Space, Restroom(s), Sidewalks, Street Park-

ing 

Telephone: Available 

Cable: Available 

Natural Gas: Yes 

Electric: Yes 

Heat: Natural Gas Hot Water 

Air Conditioning: None 

Exterior: Wood 

Foundation: Stone 

Basement: Full 

Construction: Conventional Frame 

Number of Levels: 2 

Total Building Size: 2976 s.f. 

Legal: N 25' of Lot 4, Block A, Village of Calumet 

Listing Office: Superior Properties, Tom Tikkenen, 

906.369.3047, tomt@pasty.net 

Premier High Efficiency furnace installed in 2012. 2 bedroom apartment upstairs for either tenant occu-

pancy or owner living. Lower level/retail space features display window, large retail space with historic 

pocket doors to bracket the two-room space, office and restroom.  
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211 5th StreetðRuppe Building 

Peter Ruppe Jr. opened the Calumet branch of Ruppe &Sons in 1869. The existing building was first constructed 

after the Red Jacket fire of 1870. It was originally only two stories tall. In 1899 a third story and a new store front 

were constructed to keep up with growing demand and competition from other stores, such as Vertin's Department 

Store on Oak Street. 

P. Ruppe & Son undertook $12,000 worth of renovations to a two-story frame building to produce this handsome 

commercial block for their store. As reported in the newspaper, ñAn entire new front of pressed brick and terra 

cotta from foundation to roof has been built, a third story has been added, and the store throughout entirely reno-

vated.ò11 In addition, ñContractor Ed Ulseth says it will be the óswellestô front in the city.ò12  The 57ô x 100ô build-

ing has a brick front trimmed with terra cotta. Three two-story round-arched windows are separated by fluted col-

umns. Marble roundels decorate the wall above the arches. A modillioned cornice tops the fa­ade. 

Owner is Squared Circle Properties, Jeff Jacobs, MD, (906) 934-2600  
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217 5th StreetðFamily Dollar 

Recently vacated  Family Dollar company-owned store space. 

8,134 square feet 

Contact: John Gladney, 906-398-8521, jgladney@familydollar.com 


