
 
Upcomi ng Events  
 
Spring, 2007 
 
Calumet Theatre 
www.calumettheatre.com 
 
Club Indigo: The Troupe 
April 13 
  
Folk-group entertainment 
April 14 
 
5th Annual High School 
Local History Smackdown 
April 26, 7pm 
 
Calumet Players: Our Town 
Irish Times Pub and 
Restaurant 
April 27, 28 
May 4, 5 
 
Jason Petty 
May 29 
  
MSC Volunteer Dinner 
April 18 
 
Pasty Fest  
July 1 
 
Smithsonian Institution's 
"Key Ingredients: America 
By Food 
July, 2008 
 
 

 
 
 
Main Street Calumet, Inc. 
P.O. Box 188 
Calumet, MI  49913 
906-337-MAIN (6246) 
info@mainstreetcalumet.com 
www.mainstreetcalumet.com 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
The 14th Gather ing of Cornish Cousins - July 25 to 29, 2007 

 
Look for lots of out-of-state license plates to appear on Wednesday, July 25.  ThatÕs the day events begin 
in Calumet for the 14th Gathering of Cornish Cousins.  As of mid-March, registrations have come in from 
people in 34 states and two foreign countries.  With four months to go till the date, itÕs reasonable to 
think there will be lots more.  Watch for the black and white St. PiranÕs flag to identify Gathering sites.   
 
Bi-ennial Gatherings of Cornish Cousins serve to highlight settlements in North America that attracted 
the quarter million emigrants who left Cornwall.  Many came to the Keweenaw, drawn by mines that 
were opening and expanding when CornwallÕs mines were closing. British Columbia, California, 
Michigan, Minnesota, North Carolina, Pennsylvania, Ontario and Wisconsin have hosted Gatherings.  
Emigrants left with hope of a new life, sometimes leaving starvation as in the ÒHungry FiftiesÓ.  They 
also left with sadness, knowing that they would be ÒFar from ÔOmeÓ and well-loved traditions.   
 
Events kick off with a replication of the Helston Flora Day.  The Flora Dance is performed in May and 
dates back to the Middle Ages.  In Calumet, the parade will begin at the Theatre and make its way up 
Sixth Street to Oak and on to Fifth.  Dancers and banner bearers will lead the way back to the Calumet 
school campus.  There, local restaurants will offer samples of their fare in a Taste of the Keweenaw.   
 
Activities on Wednesday end with a concert in the New Gymnasium.  White Water will delight the 
audience with such songs as Keweenaw Light  and Going Back to Central.  Members of the Holman-
Climax Male Voice Choir from Camborne may offer some traditional Cornish songs.   
 
Thursday begins early, at the schools.  The opening session builds on the theme of the Immigrant 
Experience.  Break-out sessions offered by nearly forty presenters will offer information on topics like 
Cornish traditions, researching and preserving family histories, and conditions and difficulties of 
assimilation. 
 
A ceremony with officials from Camborne follows the day sessions.  Gathering registrants will take tea 
in the Theatre Ballroom and the Keweenaw Heritage Center.  In the evening, the Theatre will resound 
with the music of the Holman-Climax Choir.  Hail to the Homeland and Trelawney will surely be 
featured.   
 
July 27  (Friday) is the last day of events in Calumet but it will be a big day!  The Opening Session will 
give people information about Central Mine and the Central Church. Break-out sessions follow.  By 
evening, registrants will be ready to relax and enjoy a sumptuous meal and the entertainment provided by 
Harry Safari from Penzance.  I tÕs a return performance for Harry.  His music and commentary kept 
Keweenaw Kernewek members in stitches last fall. 
 
On Saturday and Sunday, itÕs on to Central Mine where events will involve everyone in learning about 
life in an early Keweenaw settlement.  Planners are working on a Grand Calithumpian, pasty picnic, 
Bardic Gathering and an evening with folk musician, Jim Wearne.   
 
Four organizations are cooperating to sponsor the 14th Gathering.  They are grateful to Main Street for its 
encouragement and to the National Park for its support and look forward to welcoming hundreds of 
people to enjoy the heritage of the Keweenaw.   
 
So if you see people carrying black and white Cornish flags,  say Ôello or ÔOwÕd you do?  And if you like 
pasties and saffron, tell them you enjoy part of the heritage they brought to the Copper Country.   
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Design Committee News 
Lorri Oikarinen 

 
Main Street Calumet to Apply for Fa•ade Assistance: 
 

MSC will submit an application to participate in a new fa•ade 
program through the Michigan State Housing Development 
Authority (MSHDA).  Business owners in the Main Street district 
who are planning fa•ade improvements in 2007 were encouraged to 
submit an application to MSC by March 9 to be considered in this 
round of applications. due in Lansing March 31.  MSC will be 
competing with other communities across the state for up to 200,000 

in grant monies for fa•ade improvements.  A 50% monetary match is required of property owners participating 
in the program.  We will find out if our community has been selected for this new fa•ade program sometime in 
June.  So watch for more scaffolding this summer as more storefronts in our downtown continue to improve. 
For more information on the current grant program, as well as information on applying for future grant 
opportunities, please contact the Main Street Calumet office at 337-MAIN. 
 
 
Main Street Planters 
 
Although there is still some 2 feet of snow on the ground, the days are getting 
longer and  Spring is (really) just around the corner.  Soon the familiar cedar 
boxes will be showing up in front of participating businesses, and with a little 
water and TLC, our downtown will again be graced by beautiful blooming 
planters. Design Committee members will soon be taking orders and renewals 
for the planter boxes, which we expect to deliver by May 31.  New businesses 
who wish to participate are asked to contact the Main Street office.at 337-
MAIN. 
 
Spring Clean Up 
 
The Design Committee has tentatively scheduled its annual Spring Clean Up for April 28 from 9am Ðnoon in 
conjunction with the Village of Calumet.and the Keweenaw National Historical Park. Last year more than 20 
volunteers met in Agassiz Park with brooms rakes and shovels for just a few short hours and much was 
accomplished.  Last year we had a good response from downtown businesses who swept the sidewalk in front 
of their establishments, and a special thanks to several business owners who continued the effort well past their 
own businesses.  Special thanks to Tony Bausano, Eric Szylagyi, and Joe Mihal who spent a lot of time after 
work to make all the sidewalks in downtown Calumet look their best.  This year we are encouraging even 
greater participation by the township and downtown businesses in this effort.  We are asking each business to 
sweep the sidewalk in front of their shop and to periodically monitor the front and back of their business for 

litter and weeds.   This small effort shows visitors that we care and want to make shopping in our 
historic downtown a pleasant and memorable experience. 
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Main Street CalumetÕs Website Updates (www.mainstreetcalumet.com) 
 

                          By Joan LaRoche 
 

Have you visited the Main Street Calumet web site lately?  When you do, you will see that the image of our 
home page is a new improved version.   You will see a weather icon on the home page that reveals up-to-date 
weather conditions in Calumet.  A web cam, also on the home page, most often presents a view of the 100 block 
of Fifth Street.  Other views available are of Portland Street looking west and the 200 block of Fifth Street 
looking north.  
 
One of the most dynamic links is the calendar link.  One is able to use the calendar as a personal date book or 
submit events for posting to the public.  If you have a special event that is to take place, particularly in Calumet, 
please submit it by left clicking on Òadd new entryÓ in the lower left hand corner of your computer screen.  
This will allow you to enter the event date and to type a brief description of the event.  Send this event to Main 
Street Calumet for posting by left clicking on the ÒsaveÓ button in the left hand corner.  Use it as often as you 
like.  It is free to the public.    
 
Check out our photo gallery link which is another new addition to the Main Street Calumet web site.  In the 
photo gallery you will see photos of some of our most recent  
events.  It is also fun to visit www.michiganbackroads.com to see a photo slide show and read the information 
that is posted on the terrific town of Calumet. 
 
A link called business opportunities is available to property owners and potential new businesses.  A property 
owner is able to describe commercial space available for   business development, and someone who wishes to 
locate a business in Calumet can describe what type of space is needed to open a new business.  We will post 
this information, or we may be able to match an entrepreneur with a property owner.   
 
Within the next few weeks visitors will be able to shop online at Main Street Calumet.  Available for sale will 
be our Main Street Calumet mugs and Heritage Celebration posters.  Also membership or membership renewal 
on-line will soon become a reality.  ItÕs all at your fingertips.  It could not be more convenient.   
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